
A friendly look, a little smile, one good act,
and life’s worthwhile.

Help me to Walk !

Luke Renehan – My Story So Far

My name is Luke Renehan and I am from Ballylinan, Co. Kildare.   I was born in
Portlaoise Hospital on 5th November 2009.  This was a shock to my parents as I
arrived into this world 12 weeks early, weighing a mere 3lb 6oz.  I was baptised
within minutes and rushed to the Coombe hospital in Dublin. My parents feared for
my life. Things seemed to get worse when it was discovered I had a grade 2 bleed on
both sides of my brain. My parents were devastated but remained positive and strong.
I spent the next few weeks in my little incubator and I was hooked up to all kinds of
machines and monitors. I was ventilated and tube-fed.  I had a lumber puncture done
as doctors feared I had meningitis.  I also had a blood transfusion while in the
Coombe, and after 5 weeks I made my journey back to Portlaoise hospital.

I arrived home on 11 January 2010 to a huge welcome.  After 11 weeks in hospital, I
finally got to see my aunts, uncles and cousins for the very first time.

At my 4-month check-up my consultant told my parents I was showing signs of
cerebral palsy. An MRI scan confirmed I had cerebral palsy and the extent of the
damage was worse than what they had expected. There are different types of cerebral
palsy but I have quadriplegic, this means that I have poor trunk control and poor head
control and all four limbs are affected. My energy levels are very low and I can’t do
the things I want to do. I get tired very quickly. I struggle to do things independently.

At the moment, I am 20 months old, I am learning to roll over. I can’t sit
independently, I can’t crawl, I can’t walk. I struggle to hold things.



Why I Need Your Help

My parents have started a trust fund for me, the “LUKE RENEHAN FUND”.

With your help and support they hope that one day I can travel abroad to get Stem
Cell Treatment and extensive Physio. There have been many children that have
benefitted from this stem cell treatment; it has changed their lives, enabling them to
do the things they never dreamed possible.

I am such a happy little boy, but I would love the chance to do the simple things in
life that most of us take for granted - I would love to be able to walk and if I’m really
lucky run after all my cousins and play with them in the garden, swing on a swing,
hold my own ice cream cone and maybe even kick a football.

With your help and my family’s persistence to raise the necessary funds, I could be
given the opportunity to benefit from stem cell treatment and get a chance to enjoy
life more.

Please take a chance on me and please support my cause.


